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Maples
At Maples, we understand the
decision that families have
made to self-isolate during
these unprecedented times.
Considering this, we want
children to be an Maples@
Home. We want to promote
the curious mind of your
child to engage, explore
and discover a new way of
learning at home!

Home
Inspired by our service
philosophy and the Reggio
Emilia approach, our
Maples@Home series is a
range of workshops and
experiences for all children to
enjoy.
We hope you will join in and
be an active participant in
your child's learning using our
Maples@Home series.

Our teaching intentions
through the series will explore:

Education
Community
Family
Environment
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6 Weeks to 12 Months
At Maples, we foster strong and meaningful relationships with children. From birth, children commence to
navigate their learning through building meaningful and trusting relationships with others. Our curriculum
provides endless opportunities for children to explore, discover and investigate the world around them.

The Wonder of
Loose Parts

Loose Parts Play
You will need the following resources:
• Recycled or other household objects.
(We find that babies love sponges, combs, spoons or even a tennis ball)

• Cardboard and cylinders.
• A basket to store your child's treasure in.
Method
1. Place all objects in the basket on the floor.
2. This is an open-ended experience. Allow time for your baby
to explore each item.
Optional:
Add fabric or scarves.
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Exploring Our Senses
Through Touch

Making Sensory Bags
You will need the following resources:
• Zip lock sandwich bags
• Paint
• Natural objects
• Pipe cleaners
• Pom poms
• Tape to secure top
Method
1. Fill each zip lock bag with the objects you have collected.
2. Tape up the top of the zip lock bag with tape.
Optional:
Once finished you could tape the sensory bags to a glass
window or table.
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12 Months to 3 Years
At Maples, we encourage all children to explore their world through the natural
environment. Our environment curriculum provide opportunities for children to
explore their curiosities and discover new interests through a range of resources.

Create, Explore, Discover

Playdough at Home
You will need the following resources:
• 2 cups of white flour
• ½ cup cooking salt
• 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil
• 2 tablespoons of cream of tartar
• 1 to 1.5 cups of boiling water (adults only)
• A few drops of food colouring
Method
1. Mix all dry ingredients together in the bowl.
2. Add boiling water (adult only) slowly into the mixture until
all ingredients are mixed together to form a dough.
3. Add a few drops of food colouring at the end.
Optional:
Add a few drops of essential oil like lavender or lemon grass
to the playdough.
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At Maples, the children love to use
natural objects such as twigs, leaves
and pods with the playdough. Will
they do the same at home?

Bringing Literature to Life

Story Stones – The Gruffalo
By Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler
You will need the following resources:
• The Gruffalo book
• Printed cutouts of Gruffalo,
Mouse, Snake, Frog,
Fox and Owl
• Rocks or wooden stones
• Sticky tape
Method
1. Sit with your child and read the book.
2. As you read about the animals on each page, ask your child
to find the animal on the stones. Your child can hold them
while you read the book, replacing them after each page.
Optional:
You can retell The Gruffalo without the book and use the story
stones as prompts.
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3 Years to 5 Years
At Maples, we promote a rich learning environment where children are able to
explore the concept of trial and error. Providing opportunities for children to navigate
their learning with key learning concepts such as mathematics, literacy, dramatic
play, science and discovery. Our educational program promotes positive social
connection and friendship, which enables a sense of belonging to the environment.

Musical Moments
at Home
5 Little Monkeys
You will need the following resources:
• Five wooden spoons
• Printed images of five monkeys
• Sticky tape
Method
1. Sing the song while holding up the spoons.
One spoon to fall when one monkey falls off.







Five little monkeys jumping on the bed
One fell off and bumped his head
Mama called the doctor and the doctor said
No more monkeys jumping on the bed





2. Repeat until there are no more little monkeys.
Optional:
Allow your child to hold and remove the spoons whilst you
sing the song together.
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Mark Making
With Shadows

Shadow Drawing with Dinosaurs
You will need the following resources:
• Plastic dinosaurs
• A3 or A4 white paper
• Black texta
Method
1. Place white paper on the
ground outside.
2. Place dinosaur on the paper in the best position to achieve
a great shadow.
3. Ask your child to draw around the shadow.

colour
At Maples, the children like to
oured
in the dinosaur shadow with col
d. Will they
pencils or textas once finishe
do the same at home?

Optional:
Use any plastic animal, vehicle or
toy to create shadows.
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Scavenger Hunt
At Maples, we value our connection with
the wider community and encourage
you to venture into your neighbourhood
whilst following the social distancing
guidelines to discover local wonders.
We have put together a short scavenger
hunt which incorporates our key learning
areas in a fun and creative way.
We would love for you to share your
findings on our online learning portal
(Educa or OWNA).

What can you find in
your community?

Scavenger Hunt
How many rainbows

Collect ten leaves from

can you find?

a big gum tree

Take a photo of a letter box

Collect three different

with the number 2 in it

sized rocks
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Scavenger Hunt
How many galah birds can

Can you find a

you find in your street?

wiggly worm?

Can you find a

Can you find a house

yellow flower?

with three steps?
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Keep In Touch

Click to open link
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